
   

 Inside Golf Newspaper will let you know 
about everything golf in the Pacific Northwest 
with its annual Pacific Northwest Golf Guide, 
a special section filled with courses (like Salish 
Cliffs right), resorts, driving ranges, toughest 
courses and more. See inside for more.

Check out everything about golf
in Pacific Northwest this month

  A player whose ball lies on the putting green 
and is preparing to putt has not placed his feet in 
position for the stroke as she normally would before 
the stroke but she has placed the putter immediately 
behind the ball.  Has the player addressed the ball? 
See a answer on Page 2.
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Port Townsend Course
vandalized, but wallet
is found and could
help finger the vandals 
 Vandals recently hit Port Townsend 
Golf Course on Washington Olympic 
Peninsula and left a mess. They 
wrecked a golf cart, ripped up land-
scaping, tore down a protective net, 
pulled up out of bounds stakes and 
rolled a golf cart.
 “It was l ike a tornado went 
through, Vicky Handyside told the 
Port Townsend Leader newspaper. 
“We were kind of feeling pretty lucky 
because it’s been a couple of years 
since we had any major vandalism.”
 “They trashed the whole place out, 
she added. She runs the course along 
with Mike Early.
 But there is a lead in the case. 
When the vandalized cart was rolled 
over, an 18-year-old man’s wallet was 
found by the police. 
 Don’t know if it belonged to a golf-
er or the vandals, but Port Townsend 
Police are looking into it. What’s the 
phone number for America’s Stupid-
est Criminals?
 Port Townsend Golf Course is a 
9-hole facility that is one of two golf 
courses in Port Townsend, Discovery 
Bay is the other golf course in town. 

 Last fall, a charity that sponsored a golf 
contest bought insurance to cover the $10,000 
prize in case a golfer beat the odds at Heron 
Lakes Golf Course in Portland.
 Sure enough, Matt Ramsay, a casual golfer 
from Vancouver, Wash., made the 67-foot putt. 
You don’t have to imagine his excitement; you 
could see it there. Now, however, collecting 
the prize money seems like the long shot. The 
insurer, Hole-In-Won.com, still hasn’t paid.
 “I hate being taken advantage of and really 
feel bad for Matt,” said Evan Denhart. His 
foundation, the Prostate Awareness Research 
Foundation (PAR for Life), was raising money 
through the putting contest for prostate cancer 
education and research.
 Hole-In-Won.com isn’t licensed to sell in-
surance in Oregon and neither is its president, 
Kevin Kolenda of Rye, N.Y. Nonetheless, 
Oregon consumers have reported receiving 
fax blasts with Hole-In-Won’s name. The 
marketing material directs people to a web-
site that promotes event coverage, including 
“hole-in-one insurance.” However, the site 
fails to mention the business is not licensed 
in Oregon.
 “With Hole-In-Won still selling insurance 
online, we are warning Oregonians not to do 
business with this company,” said Lou Savage, 
acting administrator of the Insurance Division. 
“The company is currently under investigation 
by the state.”
 Organizations in Oregon that have been ap-
proached by Hole-In-Won are asked to contact 
Insurance Division Investigator Stephanie 
Noren at 503-947-7233 or stephanie.j.noren@
state.or.us.
 In the meantime, other states have ordered 
Hole-In-Won.com and its employees to stop 
selling insurance. 

golf insurance 
company on hot 
seat in oregon 
after failing to 
pay golf winner

 Links Magazine’s recently published list of the Top Municipal 
Courses in the United States ranks Chambers Bay #1.  The links-style 
course, owned by Pierce County and managed by KemperSports 
Management since 2007, hosted the 2010 U.S. Amateur and is 
preparing to host the 2015 U.S. Open Championship.
 The list includes a who’s who of municipal courses that have 
played host to prestigious golf events and championships, includ-
ing Bethpage Black (#2), Torrey Pines South (#5), Gold Mountain 
Olympic (#8), and TPC Harding Park (#10).
   The Pacific Northwest’s honorees have teamed together to create 
a unique travel package featuring lodging at Tacoma’s Hotel Murano 
and golf at Chambers Bay, Gold Mountain and The Home Course.  
For more information on that package, visit www.thechampionshi-
pexperience.com.
 Information about rates and travel packages are available 
online at www.chambersbaygolf.com. 

Chambers Bay named top
municipal course by links

Black Butte: A new look at glaze

 Black Butte Ranch Resort will 
have a new look this summer when 
its Glaze Meadow course re-opens 
after a re-design by architect John 
Fought. The course is one of two at 
the resort along with its Big Meadow 
course. The new Glaze Meadow has 
been stretched to 7,000 yards as 
part of a $3.5 million re-model proj-
ect. The course will feature slightly 
elevated tees, square tee boxes 
and deep grass faced bunkers. The 
course will be fully open for public 
play in late June.

oki’s spring Training
includes free round
 Major League Baseball might 
have its own Spring Training rolling 
in Arizona and Florida right now, but 
Oki Golf has its own version of Spring 
Training - which includes a free round 
of golf Sunday March 11.
 Oki Golf is opening its public golf 
courses (except for Newcastle’s Coal 
Creek) on March 11. Golfers will 
simply need to create a profile and 
book online at www.okigolf.com. Tee 
times will be filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis. No phone reserva-
tions will made that day.
 See inside for more.
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 Answer:  Yes.  Under the new 2012 definition of ad-
dressing the ball, “A player has ‘addressed the ball’ when 
he has placed the club immediately in front of or behind the 
ball, whether or not he has taken his stance.”

 • Inside Golf would like to thank rules official Paul Lucien 
for the rules questions.

Pacific Northwest golf shows are an
early way to get fired up for the season
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Thousands of golfers took in the Seattle Golf and Travel Show at CenturyLink Events Center.

 The Seattle Golf and Travel Show and the 
Portland Golf Show know what it takes to 
get Pacific Northwest golfers fired up for the 
upcoming season.
 And they both do it well.
 In Seattle, golf show promoters joined 
forces with the Seattle Travel Show to offer 
a combined show this year. With 100,000 
square feet of space, the show provided golf-
ers with plenty of ways to get excited about 
the upcoming season.
 From the double sided hitting area along 
with over 25 manufacturers to the variety of 
booths, the Seattle Golf and Travel Show 
offers something for everyone.
 “It was a good first year with our travel 
partners,” said John Tipping of the three-day 
Seattle Golf and Travel Show. “We brought 
in more and unique destinations, like India 
and China and had plenty of golf for people 
to check out as well at the show.”
 Some of the new areas were a big hit, like 
the Bridgestone Ball Fitting area, the cruise 
chip chipping area and new touch screen 
kiosks helped people check in quicker and 
get their free rounds of golf.
 In Portland, the three-day show provided 
everything that golfers look for - with infor-
mation about courses, resorts, a hitting area 
with the leading manufacturers and a discount 
center for some serious deals.
 As I walked around both shows, even I was 
getting excited about the upcoming season.  
I peeked in at booths which had information 
on NW resorts and others around the globe 
and decided it was time to get to the driving 
range to get working on the game.
 Then I walked outside and felt the rain on 
my head as I walked to my car. 
 Oh well, I guess the range will have to wait 
for another day.
 • OK here’s one from the strange golf news 

department: A man was allegedly stabbed 
during a fight at a Texas golf club over being 
allowed to play through. He might lose the 
use of a leg as a result. Let’s rewind.
 The 48-year-old man that was attacked was 

part of a group that asked to play through a 
slower group. In fact, the slower group was 
asked by course marshals to let the group 
play through. When the group tried to play 
through, an argument broke out and in the 
process a golf club was broken.
 The alleged attacker then stabbed the 
victim in the leg with the broken club and 
then pulled it back out, puncturing his femoral 
artery twice. Muscles in the victim’s leg have 
atrophied from a lack of blood flow and he 
might lose the leg.
 Makes you think twice about asking to play 
through now doesn’t it?

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf 
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdtur-
cotte@comcast.net.
 





 If the re-opening of its Glaze Meadow 
Golf Course after a dramatic $3.75 mil-
lion renovation wasn’t enough, Black 
Butte Ranch has unveiled an “Unlimited 
Golf Package” that if booked by April 30 
includes a $100 dining card to be used at 
any restaurant on the Central Oregon-based 
destination family resort property. 
 The attractively priced package – with 
rates starting at just $99 per person – in-
cludes unlimited golf at both of Black 
Butte Ranch’s championship courses, Glaze 
Meadow and Big Meadow.  Carts and range 
balls are included with the package, which 
is available beginning April 1 through the 
end of the 2012 golf season. 
  For golfers itching to get their first look 
at the “new” Glaze Meadow Golf Course, 
closed since September 2010 for a major 
renovation carried out by noted architect 
John Fought, the course will re-open open 
in two phases: the front nine will be ready 
for play after Memorial Day weekend, while 
all 18 holes will be available to the public 
in late June. 
 At 7,000 yards, Glaze Meadow will play 
longer by more than 400 yards and will 
feature many striking changes, including 
the rebuilding of all 18 greens and tee boxes 
and greatly  improved sightlines and shot 
making options.  
 For those who take advantage of the 
package prior to Memorial Day weekend, 
unlimited play will take place on the popular 
Big Meadow Golf Course, a par-72, Robert 
Muir Graves-designed layout that re-opened 
in 2008 after a complete renovation. Pro-
viding a classic mountain golf experience, 
Big Meadow has played host to numerous 
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Black Butte set for re-opening of Glaze Meadow, offers 
unlimited package; Boeing Classic looking for volunteers

Oregon golf championships since its debut 
more than 30 years ago. 
 To book the Unlimited Golf Package, 
visit www.blackbutteranch.com or call 
877.917.4576. 

Boeing Classic now open
for volunteers to sign up
 The Boeing Classic is excited to an-
nounce that we have officially opened 
Volunteer Registration for 2012. Over 1,000 
volunteers supported last year’s event - the 
largest collection of dedicated individuals in 
tournament history! - and with their help we 
believe it was the most successful tourna-
ment yet.
 As ambassadors of the Boeing Classic, 
tournament volunteers are critical to our suc-
cess. The Tour players, families and caddies 
were very appreciative of the support they 
received all week long.
 The 2012 Boeing Classic will take place 
August 20-26 at TPC Snoqualmie Ridge. All 
new Boeing Classic volunteers will receive 
a volunteer package valued at $300, which 
includes two golf shirts, a jacket, headwear, 
tournament admission passes, meal vouch-
ers and more. 
  Specific details of the volunteer package 
are listed on BoeingClassic.com.

Sandpines and Ocean Dunes
will host Florence Senior event
 Sandpines Golf Course and Ocean Dunes 
Golf Course have teamed up for the Men’s 
Florence Senior Classic, set for April 7-8 at 
both golf courses in Florence, Ore. along the 
Oregon Coast.

 The 36-hole event will feature gross and 
net payoffs and is open to golfers age 50 and 
over. Entry fee is $262 per team.
 An 18-hole scramble will be held in the 
first round at Ocean Dunes with an 18-hole 
best ball at Sandpines on the final day.
 For information call 800.817.4653.

New golf event will feature
Suncadia and Desert Canyon
 The producers of Cascade Golfer maga-
zine and the popular Cascade Golfer Cup 
tournament series announced the details of 
the all-new Central Washington Shootout, 
a 54-hole, team-format tournament set over 
three days in June on three of the state’s most 
incredible destination tracks.
 Combining daily and overall awards 
— plus hole contests, giveaways and other 
special extras — the tournament will award 
players over $10,000 in prizes, including 
rounds of golf, golf clubs, stay-and-play 
golf vacations and more. 
 The all-new event will kickoff at Sunca-
dia Resort’s just-opened Rope Rider course 
on June 1, then continue the following day at 
acclaimed Desert Canyon in Orondo before 
returning to Suncadia for the third and final 
round, June 3, on the resort’s Prospector 
course. Both Desert Canyon and Prospector 
are annually ranked among the top-five pub-
lic courses in the state by local and national 
industry media, while Rope Rider — which 
just opened in August of 2011 — was named 
America’s “Best New Course of 2011” by 
Golf magazine.
 Lodging specials will be available at both 
Suncadia and Desert Canyon, as well as 
other locations in Chelan and Wenatchee. In 

addition to the 54 holes of golf, each partici-
pating team will also receive a tremendous 
value in prizes just for signing up, plus 
special admission to an exclusive mixer on 
Saturday night, June 2.
 For more information contact Simon 
Dubiel at 206-367-2420, x1236, or by e-mail 
at simon@cascadegolfer.com.

Riverbend Golf Course plans
big Demo Days event in April
 Riverbend Golf Course in Kent will offer 
golfers the chance to see and try some of the 
new equipment for the 2012 season at their 
Demo Days Saturday, April 14.
 The event will run from 10 a.m. through 
3 p.m. at the Riverbend Driving range, 
which is located across the street from the 
championship 18-hole golf course.
 The event will feature manufacturers like 
Nike, Ping, Titleist, Taylor Made, Callaway, 
Adams and Cobra. Discounts will be offered 
by the Riverbend Merchandise Center on 
most products as well. Call 253.859.4000 
for more information.

Langdon Farms promotes
within for head professional
 Langdon Farms Golf Club and OB Sports 
recently announced the promotion of Aaron 
Montgomery to Head Golf Professional. 
Montgomery was hired as an Assistant Golf 
Professional responsible for golf shop op-
erations and guest services in May of 2011. 
Now as the Head Golf Professional, he will 
oversee all golf operations responsibilities 
including merchandising, tournament opera-
tions, staffing, and guest services.

Oki Golf ready to kick off spring 
training program at its facilities
 As Major League Baseball starts its spring training in Florida and Arizona, Oki Golf rolls out 
its own Spring Training program, designed to help golfers practice, play, and perfect their game. 
Oki Golf, which operates nine courses in the Puget Sound area, introduced the program at the 
Seattle Golf and Travel Show in February.
  As a program highlight, Oki Golf made the unprecedented move of opening its public courses 
for one day of complimentary golf during March. The program is designed to give golfers an 
opportunity to get rid of the winter rust. Golfers will simply need to create a profile and book 
online at OkiGolf.com.   
 Other elements of the initiative are listed below:
  • The company is selling new Spring Packs, which provide golfers with an affordable way 
to get a few loops in; these include three Spring rounds of golf, including cart, at any Oki Golf 
course and currently sell for $129.
  • Golf professionals will be offering lesson specials and golfers can purchase multiple buckets 
of practice balls at discounted rates that can be used during the Spring. 
  • Throughout the Spring, Oki Golf courses will also provide discounts on certain days and 
times to cardholders to help them get out and play in the March, April and May.
  Check OkiGolf.com for details on the Spring Training program and other information on Oki 
Golf courses, products, and programs.
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Tour Players with Nw Ties

did you know….
 •  By carrying a GHIN handicap through your 
men’s or women’s 
club – at any golf fa-
cility whether public, 
private, or at a driv-
ing range or other 
kind of facility – you 
are a member of 
the WSGA, and by 
extension a member 
of the Pacific Northwest Golf Association.

 

 • The OGA maintains the most compre-
hensive directory for places to play, events 
you can play in and clubs you can join.
Visit www.ex-
p lo reoregon-
golf.com today!  
A new version of 
the site debuted 
in January! Check it out for some terrific golf 
deals.

finished 12th in the tournament while Or-
egon State was 17th.
  The Huskies,  ranked fifth  by Golfstat.
com,  entered  Friday’s  final  round  fourth 
on the leaderboard and just five strokes off 
the lead. Uncharacteristic mistakes cost the 
Huskies a shot at returning to the mainland 
with a title in tow.
 The best rounds of the day were turned in 
by UW’s two junior leaders Chris Williams 
and Charlie Hughes. Both shot even-par 72s. 
Williams ended tied with Cheng-Tsung Pan 
for a team-best 13th-place finish. Both fin-
ished the tournament at 5-under 211. They 
finished six strokes behind Jeffrey Kang of 
USC and Jordan Spieth of Texas.
  • The Husky men’s golf team led wire to 
wire and claimed the two day, 54-hole San 
Diego Intercollegiate team title at San Diego 
Country Club. Four Huskies finished in the 
top 14 among individuals - led by Chris Wil-
liams and Cheng-Tsung Pan, who finished 
tied for third - as Washington claimed its 
second team title of the 2011-12 year.
  Not only did the Huskies - ranked fifth 
by Golfstat.com - win, but they did so con-
vincingly. UW ended up +6 overall after 
a third round score of 1-under 287. They 
outdistanced second place USC by seven 
strokes and third-place and third-ranked 
UCLA by 14 shots.
 Host San Diego State and Tennessee tied 
for fourth at +23. Other notables included 
fourth-rated Stanford in 8th at +38 and two-
time defending NCAA Champion Augusta 
State was ninth at +41.

PgA Tour
 • Fred Couples • Seattle • No cuts made
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 12th on the list with $1,025,600
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 25th on the list with $490,069
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 64th on the list with $188,038
 • Troy Kelly • Bremerton • 165th on the list with $38,578
 • Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 89th on the list with $115,420
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma • No events
 • Jeff Quinney • Eugene • No events
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 1st on the list with $1,843,515
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 212th on the list with $7,141
Nationwide Tour
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 2nd on the list with $52,800
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • No events
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • No events
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 63rd on the list with $1,695
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 4th on the list with $26,400
Champions Tour
  • Fred Couples • Seattle • 32nd on the lis with $45,000
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 43rd on the list with $21,936
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 45th on the list with $21,252
lPgA Tour
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • 15th on the list with $63,466
 • Paige Mackenzie • Yakima •67th on the list with $7,816
 • Wendy Ward • Edwall, Wash. • 57th on the list with $11,765

Gig Harbor’s Kyle Stanley
gets his first PGA Tour win
after a week of heartache
 At the Farmers Insurance Open at Torrey 
Pines near San Diego, Gig Harbor native 
Kyle Stanley seemed on his way to the 
winner’s circle. But something happened 
along the way. Stanley tripled-bogeyed the 
final hole and then lost in a playoff to Brandt 
Snedeker.
 But a week later, Stanley proved that he 
could come right back, winning the Waste 
Management Open at the TPC Scottsdale. 
This time it was Stanley, who came back. 
He made up an eight-shot deficit to win the 
title as third round leader Spencer Levin 
faltered down the stretch.
 Stanley, who attended Bellarmine Prep in 
Tacoma before heading to Clemson, made 
the third-largest rally in PGA Tour history 
by coming from eight shots off the pace to 
win the $1 million first-place check. Stanley 
also vaulted into the lead in the FedEx Cup 
standings with the win.
 “Playing from behind was quite a bit easi-
er,” said the 24-year-old Stanley, who works 
with teaching professional Todd Erwin who 
works at Tacoma Firs Golf Range. 

Northwest college teams kick
off spring golf season in Hawaii
 The Washington men’s golf team opened 
its spring season by finishing seventh in the 
Ameri Ari Invitational at Waikoloa’s Kings’ 
Course on the Big Island of Hawaii. The 
Huskies ended up 9-under for the 54-hole 
tournament, 21 strokes behind the winners 
- top-ranked Texas.
 Oregon, ranked second in the country, 
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Ryan Moore

 Arnie – a partnership between Arnold 
Palmer Enterprises and the co-founders of 
Quagmire Golf clothing – announced that 
PGA Tour star and style icon Ryan Moore 
has become the brand ambassador for the 
new golf and lifestyle apparel line directly 
inspired by Arnold Palmer’s classic looks 
from the 1950s, 60s and 70s.
  As part of this multi-year agreement, 
Moore will exclusively wear Arnie during all 
competitions, display the logo on his shirts, 
make appearances on behalf of the company 
and be featured in its marketing initiatives.
   Consistently ranked among the sport’s top-
50 players, Moore has garnered worldwide 

Moore becomes ambassador 
for Arnie golf clothing line

acclaim for his skill as well as his attire, which 
has included throwback looks like skinny 
neck ties, cardigans and vests. 
 In six full seasons on the PGA Tour, the 29-
year-old American has one win, six runner-
ups and an additional 20 top-10 finishes. 
  Recently ranked one of “The 25 Cool-
est Athletes of All Time” by GQ Magazine 
which previously named him one of the “50 
Most Stylish Men of the Past 50 Years,” Mr. 
Palmer was also honored as one of “The 75 
Best Dressed Men of All Time” by Esquire. 
The Arnie collection was developed through 
countless hours researching primary source 
material.

Maplewood Golf Course in Renton is one of the most popular courses in the Northwest.

Maplewood keeps bringing
in Pacific Northwest golfers

WSGA offers way
to get a handicap
 The Washington State Golf Associa-
tion is offering a way for golfers to get 
a USGA handicap and other benefits for 
$34.95.
 The offers also includes regular dis-
counts, special golf offers, WSGA and 
PNGA membership benefits and a copy 
of Pacific Northwest Golfer Magazine.
 For those who have never held a 
handicap or do not belong to an indi-
vidual club, this just might be the right 
way to get a handicap for the first time.
 See www.thewsga.org/special offer to 
apply for the membership.

 There’s a reason that Maplewood Golf Course in Renton is one of the most popular courses 
in the Pacific Northwest. Maplewood is a facility that has plenty to offer golfers, including a 
championship 18-hole golf course, double-tiered driving range and a practice area for putting. 
And don’t forget the RiverRock restaurant, which offers breakfast, lunch and dinner and a 
banquet facility.
 “We are in a fortunate spot where we can offer something for everyone when it comes to 
golf - and more,” said Kelly Beymer, the Parks and Golf Course Director of the facility. “We 
have tried to make Maplewood become a place where people want to go to play golf and then 
visit the RiverRock afterward to continue their fun.”
  The course has also achieved the designation as a “Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary” 
in 2009 meeting requirements in environmental planning, wildlife and habitat management, 
chemical use reduction and safety and water conservation.
 The course plays to 6,127 yards from the back tees but it is still a layout which forces you 
to use every club in the bag. With ponds, sand traps, creeks and plenty of tree-lined fairways, 
Maplewood forces you to be precise off the tee and from the fairways.
 Monthly promotions have proven to be popular at the course. And the men’s and ladies 
clubs have proven to be a hit as well. The price is right to play Maplewood. During the high 
season, which begins in April, it costs $31 for 18 holes on weekdays and $37 on weekends. Call 
425.430.6800 for more info. Or see the offers at Rentonwa.gov/Maplewood Golf Course.



the shoulder line.  
 Personally, I have found success set-
ting up a bit underneath or to the right at 
address.  This way I can see the line better.  
Again putting with your eyes focused on 
the target is very big.  
 My hands are over the ball at address 
rather than behind.  Ben Crenshaw and 
Morris Hatalsky turned me on to this years 
ago.  
 To work on the mechanics of my put-
ting stroke I often use a 2 x 4 turned up 
on it’s side.  I stroke the putter with the 
toe rubbing on the board.  I also do the 
same with the heel of the putter rubbing 
and following the board.  You can also hit 
putts doing this drill.
• Speed
• Solid hit
• Solid set up
• Use the 2 x 4
 
 Jeff Coston is an 13-time Pacific 
Northwest PGA Player of the Year.  
He can be reached for appointment at 
360.201.4590.

• March Issue 2012  - Inside Golf  • •  tHe Lesson tee  • •  Page 9 •

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

J
ef

f
C

o
st

o
n

Lesson Tee: Better putting
will mean better golf round
 Everyone wants to score lower.  I know 
I do.  The quickest way to improve scoring 
is around the greens.  This month we are 
going to take a thumbnail look at a few 
aspects of putting.
 I always express at my clinics and les-
sons that people focus 80% on line and 
only 20% on speed.  I feel it should be 
the opposite.  
 Speed, speed, speed. 
 People three putt because of poor 
speed not poor line.  When I putt best I 
have proper speed control. 
  If I have great speed I have more trust.  
I also have great speed when I have target 
focus rather than mechanical focus.  Ben 
Crenshaw  has stressed this concept to 
me on many occasions.  He told me he 
has never putted well thinking about his 
stroke.  Hit many putts 30-50 feet focused 
on speed.  Use an intuitive look at the line 
and a focused feel on speed, 80% speed 
and only 20% on line.
 A second key to putting growth is “hit 
the ball solid.”  Hit the ball on the sweet 
spot of the putter.  Practice this skill.  Yes, 
it is a skill.  Yes, it can be practiced.  A 
helpful drill is to place a quarter on the 
green.  Stroke the quarter and make it 
move.  It’s tougher than it looks.
 Thirdly, a solid set up is important for 
consistent putting.  When a player has 
their forearms on the same plane as the 
putter shaft and each other many stroke 
flaws will disappear. Bending forward with 
the upper torso to where the shoulders 
are close to parallel to the ground will 
create a straighter back stroke.  This 
occurs because the arms swing down 



freshing, and most of them enjoy playing with 
their cronies, spouses, kids, and grand kids. 
Plus, most realize their current golf equipment 
needs some modifications. Generally, my staff 
will recommend testing equipment with softer 
shafts, replacing long irons with hybrids, and 
changing the golf ball they use maximize dis-
tance. I truly respect each and every senior 
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Hey seniors: It’s never too late to take up the game
 As a youngster, one of the biggest reasons 
I was drawn to golf: It doesn’t discriminate 
against age....and it never will.  I loved watching 
the older men aim a fairway left, play the power 
slice, and end up hitting almost every fairway 
on the track. I loved watching the older women 
aim down the middle, and while they normally 
didn’t hit the ball very far, hit almost every fair-
way, too. And, could those old folks putt the 
heck out of ball.  Many times, I lost the lunch 
money my mom gave me to the ole buzzards 
on the practice green. And, they demanded I 
pay them.....then they’d usually buy me lunch 
and a shake.
 I teach my fair share of senior golfers, and 
the over-50 set is a huge part of our instruction 
and club fitting business.  Seniors are a joy to 
work with because their time is more flexible 
for lesson appointments and practice sessions, 
their desire in wanting to play better golf is re-

I teach, because they understand this is one 
activity they can play for as long as their health 
and desire last.  I get frustrated with seniors 
who are sedentary and think their best days are 
behind them. So, keep being active and play 
more golf!
 Most seniors, with golfing experience and 
skill, are a hoot to teach and club fit, because 
they believe they should be able to hit the ball as 
far as they could 10-20 years ago.  Some can, 
but the reality is pretty straightforward: While 
the equipment has improved dramatically and 
the golf ball goes farther, most of them have 
to realize they’ve lost strength and flexibility.  
They are the fastest to improve because with 
some solid instruction and refinement, they can 
improve their short games, hit more fairways 
and greens, and continue to score well.
 Most seniors, who were weekend warriors 
in their earlier days, bring another dynamic to 

the table: They want to forget how they used 
to hit the ball and work on learning the proper 
mechanics and course management skills to 
increase their enjoyment and lower their scores 
and frustration.
 Most seniors, who have never tried golf, say 
that it is too difficult of a game to learn, too time 
consuming, and too expensive.  They are the 
older folks that I love swaying over to the golf 
side.  While they’re tough nuts to crack, they 
usually are the ones that end up enjoying the 
game the most.  
 Some words of wisdom to you seniors: 
the injury rate is higher for golfers in their 50s 
-80s. So keep in mind, preventing an injury is 
important and should not be taken lightly.

 Brett Wilkinson is a teaching professional 
at GolfTEC in Bellevue. He can be reached at 
425.454.7956.
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Rules of the Game: There are a lot of do’s and
don’t’s when it comes to advice on the golf course
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 For the past two months I have inter-
rupted my “trip through the Rule book” to 
outline the new revisions to the 2012-2015 
Rules of Golf.
 When we left off in December, we had 
gone through Rules 1-7. For this issue we’ll 
take a look at Rule 8; Advice and Indicating 
the Line of Play. I will explain the Rule and 
then share some of the more interesting 
Decisions surrounding this Rule.
 Rule 8-1 is entitled Advice. It is a very 
short, succinct Rule, but it carries quite a 
few do’s and don’t’s with it. It states: “Dur-
ing a stipulated round, a player must not: 
(a) give advice to anyone in the competition 
playing on the course other than his partner, 
or (b) ask for advice.” 
 So, what exactly is “Advice?” 
 To a parent, it’s one thing. To a bookie, 
it’s a totally different thing. To a financial 
advisor, it’s still another thing. So if you’re 
playing golf with your financial advisor and 
he tells you to sell your Exxon stock, is that 
Advice that will get you a penalty under Rule 
8? As always, the answer can be found 
under Definition of Advice, which states: 
 “Advice is any counsel or suggestion 
that could influence a player in determin-
ing his play, the choice of a club or the 
method of making a stroke. Information 
on the Rules, distance or matters of public 
information, such as the position of hazards 
or the flagstick on the putting green, is not 
advice.” 
 So, a comment such as “I’d hit it up 
and over that tree instead of around it” is 
influencing a player in determining his play. 
“I don’t think you can make it there with a 

five-iron. I’d hit a four” is influencing the 
choice of a club. “Choke down and hit a 
low punch shot” is influencing the method 
of making a stroke. However, comments 
such as “you’re 157 yards from the hole” 
or “there is a hidden water hazard in front 
of the green” are perfectly acceptable by 
Definition, as long as they’re not stated in 
conjunction with a prohibited suggestion. 
 Who can give Advice without penalty? 
The player’s caddie, his partner or his 
partner’s caddie are all authorized to give 
Advice. (Remember, a partner is someone 
you play with in a team competition such 
as four-ball, which is more commonly, but 
incorrectly, called “best ball.”) 
 What if someone gives you unsolicited 
Advice? There’s no penalty to you as long 
as you ignore it. A couple of interesting 
Decisions:
 • Decision 8-1/6. Bill asked Phil what 
club he hit on the previous hole. No penalty, 
because that information won’t influence 
Bill’s next stroke.
 • Decision 8-1/18. Paul, who played 

in the morning wave, is finished with his 
round. Don, who has not teed off yet, is in 
the afternoon wave. Don asks Paul some 
information about his upcoming round that 
meets the Definition of Advice. Is Don pe-
nalized? No, because asking for Advice is 
only prohibited during the player’s stipulated 
round.
 Rule 8-2 is entitled Indicating Line of Play. 
The Rule is broken down into two sections: 
Other Than on the Putting Green and On 
the Putting Green. Off the putting green, 
anyone can indicate the line of play to you, 
such as standing on a line between you and 
the hole (such as for a blind shot). 
 The only stipulation is that the person 
needs to move away while you’re making 
your stroke. In addition, neither you nor 
anybody else can place an object or mark 
on the ground to help you decide where to 
aim and keep it there when you make you 
stroke.
 On the putting green the Rules are 
more restrictive. The only persons who can 
help you line up a putt or tell you where to 
aim are your caddie, your partner, or your 
partner’s caddie. 
 And, no matter who is pointing out the 
line for putting for you, they may never 
touch the surface of the putting green 
while pointing out that line. You may notice 
how caddies hover over the spot with their 
hand or the flagstick but never touch the 
ground. And finally, when you’re making 
your stroke, you may not position anyone 
beyond the hole to help with your line. This 
applies whether a stroke is made from on 
the green or off the green. 

 Another relevant Decision:
 Decision 8-2a/1. Glenn’s routine is to lay 
a club on the ground to help him with his 
alignment. Is this OK? This is permissible; 
however, he must remove the club prior to 
making his stroke.
 The penalty for violation of either Rule 
8-1 or 8-2 is two strokes in stroke play and 
loss of hole in match play. Be careful!

 Mike Peluso is a rules official with the 
USGA, PNGA, WSGA and other organiza-
tions. He can be reached for rules ques-
tions at mikepeluso@comcast.net.




